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The Alamo City Rivermen

Babbler
Issue MMCCLXXV April 2008

The monthly newsletter of the Alamo City Rivermen

Paddling the fine line between geek and Bubba.

Next Meeting

April 9, 2008, Hungry Horse
Rest., 12333 West Avenue, near
the intersection with Rhapsody. 
6:30 to 9:00.

-o0o-

Club Officers

President Gib Hafernick
gibguy76 at yahoo dot com

Vice President Kathy Cusick
kmcusick at juno dot com

Sec./Treas. Marie Searight
mariejs at satx dot rr dot com
830-625-0604
(looking for new Sec/Treas.)

Newsletter Mailings
Marie Searight

mariejs at satx dot rr dot com 
830-625-0604

Editor Kenneth Bennight
klbennight at yahoo dot com
210-826-7071
(looking for a replacement editor)

Dues

2008 dues are due, unless you joined in the last quarter of 2007.  Please
send a check to Alamo City Rivermen Canoe Club, P.O. Box 171194,
San Antonio, Texas 78217.  Dues are $15 to receive the newsletter by
email; $25 to receive it by Postal Service.
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Hildalgo Falls Festival - April 12-13

The seventh annual Hidalgo Falls River Festival will be held April 12-
13, 2008 at the TRPA Hidalgo Falls property on the Brazos River near
Navasota.  The festival, which is the year's major fund-raising event to
maintain and improve paddlers' access to the rapid, typically attracts
more than 200 paddlers and spectators.

Dealer reps and outfitters will have boats and gear available for demos
on moving water.  Based on past years, many boaters will come as
early as Friday to enjoy the nice play levels on the river and to camp in
the upstream and downstream campgrounds.

Saturday's events will include a 28-mile downriver race from Koppe
Bridge Landing south of College Station to Hidalgo, a whitewater
rodeo, movie presentations by whitewater expedition kayaker Sam
Drevo, and music by Austin paddler and songwriter Danny Schmidt. 
World-class kayaker Dan Gavere will join Drevo for paddling clinics
throughout the festival.  On Sunday there will be a leisurely 3.5-mile
float trip from Hidalgo to Hwy 105, a whitewater giant slalom race
through the islands in the Falls, a head-to-head Boatercross race
(depending on water levels), and an auction of paddling related items. 
During the downriver race on Saturday, festival goers can demo
different kinds of boats, watch paddling videos, play in the rapids, or
attend one of Drevo's clinics.

(Continued, next page)
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Upcoming Events
April 4-6, 2008 Springsfest, San Marcos 512-203-0093, michellekvanli at mac dot com

April 9, 2008 Monthly Meet & Greet Hungry Horse Rest., 12333 West Avenue, near
Rhapsody.  6:30 to 9:00

April 10-11, 2008 2008 Texas Water & Recreation Summit see related article

April 12-13, 2008 Hidalgo Falls Gib Hafernick, gibguy76 at yahoo dot com

May 11-16, 2008 Buffalo River, Arkansas George Lackey, 15maggie15 at suddenlink dot
net, 325-944-0175.

May 14, 2008 Monthly Meet & Greet Hungry Horse Rest., 12333 West Avenue, near
Rhapsody.  6:30 to 9:00

June 2-7, 2008 Green River, Desolation and Gray
Canyons, Utah

George Lackey, 15maggie15 at suddenlink dot
net, 325-944-0175.

July 28-August 9,
2008

Big Salmon and Yukon Rivers in the
Yukon (trip full)

George Lackey, 15maggie15 at suddenlink dot
net, 325-944-0175.

(Hidalgo Falls, continued)

The festival admission fee is $25 for the entire weekend, $15 for Sunday only; children under 14 are free (with
parent).  Registration for the TCRA downriver race on Saturday ($25) includes admission to the festival site,
camping, opportunities to try out different boats and gear, and admission to the Whitewater Movie Festival and the
Danny Schmidt concert Saturday night.  Volunteers who provide at least eight hours of help are admitted free
(contact Patti Carothers patti at paddlesports dot com).

Friday, April 11: gates open for early arrivals; gates locked at 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 12: gates open 7:30 a.m., close 8 p.m.
• 8:30  Sam Drevo clinic on strokes and maneuvers 
• 9:00  Start for recreational/leisure class of downriver race 
• 10:00  Start for USCA/competition class of downriver race 
• 10:30  Drevo clinic on rescue tips and techniques 
• 1:30  Drevo clinic on advanced playboating 
• 3:00  Downriver race awards ceremony 
• 4:00  Whitewater rodeo 
• 5:00  Danny Schmidt, music sound check 
• 5:30  Announcements 
• 6:00  Steve Daniel /Introductions/ Thank You's; evening activities set up Texas Whitewater: Book and DVD

signings)
• 6:15  Auction test 
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• 6:30  Leon Gorbaty, "Whitewater in the Northeast" presentation: Playboating West Virginia, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Upstate NY, Ottawa River. Great action photos! Info on the area, maps, culture, contacts,
paddling schools and clubs.  Followed by questions and answers 

• 7:15  Louis Aulbach, Rich Grayson presentation on Big Bend, paddling, hiking, maps.  Followed by
questions and answers 

• 7:45  Sam Drevo presents Paddling Film Festival Evening outdoors on the big screen: "Exploring the Upper
Minus Rapids" (28 minutes), "Our Last Kung Poa in Yong Bao Gorge" (28 minutes), Short films "Down
the River Cleanup" and "Team River Runner in Costa Rica" 

• 9:00  Music by Danny Schmidt 

Sunday, April 13: gates open 8 a.m. 
• 8:30  Drevo clinic on working with adaptive paddlers 
• 10:00  Float trip from Hidalgo to SH 105 (3.5 miles) 
• 10:30  Drevo clinic on river play 
• 12:00  Giant slalom race 
• [2:00  Boatercross elimination race (depending on water levels)] 
• 4:00  Rodeo/slalom/boatercross awards ceremony 
• 4:30  Auction 

My (Gib’s) Plan:

1. Go up Friday with an expected arrival around 3:00 PM & camp through Sunday.
2. Do the 26.5 mile Downriver Race.
3. Hang out Saturday, cook out & hear some Blues that night.  Call me if you want to coordinate on cooking

Saturday Night.
4. If you wish to coordinate on food Saturday night send me an e-mail.
5. Return to San Antonio on Sunday.

Event Link: http://philosophy.tamu.edu/~sdaniel/hf-fest4.html

Hope to see you there.  Gib Hafernick, 210-492-7517, home.  210-355-1726, cell or Gibguy76 at Yahoo dot com

Directions:

1. From San Antonio take I-10 East to Weimer, about 105 miles.
2. Take Hwy 77 North to Lagrange, about 15 miles.
3. Take Hwy 237 North to Burton, about 20 miles.
4. Take Hwy 290 East to Brenham, about 9 miles.
5. Take  SH 105 East to Navasota, about 25 miles.
6. Immediately after crossing the Brazos River, take FM 159 North 
7. Go 3.2 miles (past the cotton gin on the right).
8. The road bends to the left you will see a gravel road coming in from the right and crossing the railroad tracks

(White Switch Rd.). 
9. Turn LEFT into the dirt road (Camp Road, small road sign) in the middle of the cornfield.
10. Go 1/2 mile to the tall chain link gated fence that marks the property
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Springs Fest 2008, April 4-6
Rio Vista Falls Park, San Marcos, Texas

Come out to join us for this year’s Second Annual Springs Fest at Rio Vista Park!  We are so excited to have this
event once again.  We will be bringing together paddling enthusiasts, competitors, and the City of San Marcos to
celebrate the Springs and paddling in the Texas Hill Country! 

Classes
Do you want get started boating, or brush up on some skills that may have gotten a bit rusty during the winter?
Springs Fest will be loaded with short courses designed to get you on the water, and having the most fun! We will
have Junior boating classes as well, and introduction to the Junior Olympic racing program through the local Red
River Racing! ( A full list of courses as well as on-line registration can be found at KayakInstruction.org)

Presentations
Are you looking to get out of town?  We will have several presentations on amazing places that you can get wet
with Red River Racing and on your own.  Vacation destinations like Mexico, and Canada, as well as beautiful local
Texas rivers!  Do you want to get that river permit that you always wanted?  Do you need to brush up on Texas river
laws?  Then our presentations are for you!

Demonstrations
Do you need to find that perfect boat?  Is it time for something new this season?  Don’t miss all of the boat demos
at Springs Fest courtesy of TG Canoes and Kayaks.  They will have all kind of boats and equipment for you to try
before you buy!  You will also have the benefit of their extensive the industry knowledge to help guide you to your
new best friend!

Competitions
Are you ready to try your hand at some fun competitions at Rio Vista Falls?  The polo tournament returns at the
base of the San Marcos River Pub, while the freestyle rodeo, and Sladeo will be held down on the beautiful Rio
Vista Falls!  On Sunday, come join us for a fun slalom race that will double as our Texas Junior Olympic Qualifier!
The local Junior’s from the Red River Racing Team will be showing us how it’s done, while they secure their spots
to compete this summer in Wausau, Wisconsin.  Cheer on local Olympic Hopefuls, Ben Kvanli and Mark
Poindexter as they prepare for Olympic Team Trials!

With something for everyone, Springs Fest is not to be missed?  So come enjoy the warm, welcoming waters of
the San Marcos River, and get your paddling season off to a great start!

Classes at Springs Fest:

Never-Ever paddler
Swiftwater Rescue
Kayak 101 
Canoe 101
Kayak Fishing
Sea Kayaking
Intermediate Kayak
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Sladeo
Water Divas
Kid’s Kayaking

More classes and registration on KayakInstruction.org!

Presentations:

Boating and the Law-TRPA
Red River Adventure Trips:
Mexican Whitewater
Southeast Whitewater
Colorado Adventure
Appalachian Whitewater 
Guatemala Adventure
Rafting Permits, 
and many more!

See More Information on Springs Fest at KayakInstruction.org

Springs Fest Club Cook Off!
As an added bit of fun we are going to have a cook off for all of the Texas Canoe and Kayak Clubs to challenge
each other, and to have fun!  Starting at 5:00 p.m. at the pavilion in Rio Vista Park, we will have everyone register
their club and their dish, and get set up. (You will be required to bring the correct bins and burners).  Then you will
have until 6:30 show off your talents!  At 6:30 everyone who would like to will be able to share in the spoils and
judge what they think is the best dish!!

This will make for a fun and interesting dinner where their will also be a raffle and a silent auction to help benefit
the Red River Racing Team Junior Olympic Programs as well as Ben Kvanli and Mark Poindexter's local Olympic
Efforts.

Categories
Best Appetizer
Best Main Dish
Best Side-Dish
Best Dessert

Come show which club eats best on the River!!
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Alamo City Rivermen Membership Application

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________________________________________________

Home Telephone:_________________________________________________________________________

Business Telephone:_______________________________________________________________________

The Alamo City Rivermen try to keep their activities safe, but risk is inherent in water sports.  We cannot and do not
guarantee safety. The Alamo City Rivermen disclaim liability for accidental injury or death in any sponsored event.  As
a condition of membership and participation in club sponsored events, I release, acquit, and forever discharge the Alamo
City Rivermen and its officers, agents, and members from all liability arising out of or relating to a sponsored event, even
if negligence of the club or its officers, agents, or members is a cause, and even if I die or am injured This release includes
not only actual paddle trips but also all other club events and driving or riding to and from club events.

Date:_____________________

Signature:_______________________________________________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________________________________________

Membership dues are the same for an individual or a family. As a member of the Alamo City Rivermen, you are
automatically entitled to our monthly newsletter and subscription to our email list. Details on these benefits are available
in our newsletter.

I prefer to receive the newsletter: (Please circle the one you choose)

Dues if newsletter sent by email $15.00 Dues if newsletter sent USPS $20.00
(Note: Newsletter copying and mailing has been our biggest expense; using email frees up money for other activities,
including our website.)

Mail this completed form, together with a check, to:
Alamo City Rivermen Canoe Club
P.O. Box 171194
San Antonio, Texas 78217


